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Von William Boyd : Any Human Heart (Penguin Essentials) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Any Human Heart (Penguin Essentials):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gutes
Buch, aber nicht das beste von William BoydV on KundeDas Buch war zu Beginn nicht schlecht, hat sich an einigen
Stellen wirklich gezogen und ich war froh, als es andlich vorbei war. Mir persnlich gefllt der Hauptcharakter, aber
oftmalsist sein Leben langweilig. Sweet Caress zum Beispiel ist wesentlich interessanter.6 von 7 Kunden fanden die
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folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Great ChoiceVon Meks LibrarianThis was one of the birthday presents| received this
year, and the friend who chose this book for me made a good choice. After having read about the arctic adventures of
McClintock, it took me about 30 pagesto really get into "Any Human Heart" - but then | found it hard to put down,
and found myself reflecting on it many times during the day until in the evening | finally had time to return to
reading.More than once, | was reminded of a book | read more than a year ago: "Of Human Bondage" by W. Somerset
Maugham. Don't get me wrong - the two books are not similar, but they both describe a man's life with all its facets, its
ups and downs, and follow the twists and turns of their principal characters paths through several decades. While " Of
Human Bondage" spans less than 40 years, though, "Any Human Heart" wraps up almost the entire 20th century,
which makesiit all the more interesting. Through the eyes of Logan Mountstuart, afictional character (although you
could really believe he existed; everything is so convincing) whose "intimate journals’ from 1923 to 1991 form the
book, we experience WWII, the post-war era, the 1960s and 70s with their manifold changes in culture and society,
and finaly, the 1980s. A lot of what Mountstuart mentionsin his journals was new to me; for instance, | did not know
much about the Spanish Civil War, and the same is true about the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, the (American) art
scene of the 1950s and 60s and some aspects about the wave of terrorism affecting public life in Germany in the
second half of the 1970s.Because of these contemporary-historical bits, one could read this book almost like awork of
non-fiction; a great number of artists (literature and painting, mostly) as well of political figures are mentioned, too.
Mountstuart personally knew Ernest Hemingway and Pablo Picasso, Virginia Woolf and Evelyn Waugh, to name but a
few.l don't want to give away too much of the book, but the way the main character switches repeatedly from merely
stumbling along events out of his control to actively taking charge of his own life, and how his decisions - or the lack
of them - shape his present and future, is very well imaginable, asif it al really had taken place. There are some very
touching observations made by Mountstuart, while at other times one can't help but think that this guy wasn't avery
nice person to know. Most of all, though, he - although fictional - comes across as entirely human.| found an
interesting article on The Guardian's website; Boyd explains how he came to write "Any Human Heart", and why in
this particular form. If | am not very much mistaken, this was the first time | have read anything by William Boyd, but
| am sureit won't be the last.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A worthwhile readVon Lucy
MayWilliam Boyd manages to perfectly evoke the atmosphere of the life and times covered by this book, from the 20s
through the war yearsto the modern world. He is a master of prose. Thisis ariveting story, told with wit and humour.
Itisilluminating, funny, touching and sad. A very worthwhile read.

KurzbeschreibungAny Human Heart is William's Boyd's classic, bestselling novel - now a magjor Channel 4
dramaEvery life is both ordinary and extraordinary, but Logan Mountstuart's - lived from the beginning to the end of
the twentieth century - contains more than its fair share of both. As awriter who finds inspiration with Hemingway in
Paris and VirginiaWoolf in London, as a spy recruited by lan Fleming and betrayed in the war and as an art-dealer in
'60s New Y ork, Logan mixes with the movers and shakers of histimes. But as a son, friend, lover and husband, he
makes the same mistakes we all do in our search for happiness. Here, then, isthe story of alifelived to the full - and a
journey deep into avery human heart. Any Human Heart will be enjoyed by readers of Sebastian Faulks, Nick Hornby
and Hilary Mantel, as well as lovers of the finest British and historical fiction around the world. It was recently
adapted for amajor Channel 4 four-part drama series scripted by William Boyd and starring Kim Cattrall, Gillian
Anderson, Jim Broadbent and Tom Hollander.'Astonishing, touching, extremely funny. A brilliant evocation of a past
eraand an immensely readable story' Sunday Telegraph'Superb, wonderful, enjoyable’ Guardian'A terrific journey
through the twentieth century. Thoroughly entertaining and enjoyable’ Jeremy Paxman.del ogan Gonzago Mountstuart,
writer, was born in 1906, and died of a heart attack on October 5, 1991, aged 85. William Boyd's novel Any Human
Heart is his digointed autobiography, a massive tome chronicling "my personal rollercoaster”--or rather, "not so much
arollercoaster”, but ayo-yo, "ajerking spinning toy in the hands of a maladroit child." From his early childhood in
Montevideo, son of an English corned beef executive and his Uraguayan secretary, through his years at a Norfolk
public school and Oxford, Mountstuart traces his haphazard development as awriter. Early and easy successis
succeeded by along half-century of mediocrity, disappointments and setbacks, both personal and professional, leading
him to multiple failed marriages, internment, a coholism and abject poverty. Mountstuart's sorry tale is also the story
of aBritish way of lifein inexorable decline, as hisjourney takesin the Bloomsbury set, the General Strike, the
Spanish Civil War, 1930s Americansin Paris, wartime espionage, New Y ork avant garde art, even the Baader-
Meinhof gang--all with a stellar supporting cast. The most sustained and best moment comes mid-book, as
Mountstuart gets caught up in one of Britain's murkier wartime secrets, in the company of the here truly despicable
Duke and Duchess of Windsor. Elsewhere author William Boyd occasionally misplaces his tongue too obviously in
his cheek--the Wall Street Crash istrailed with truly crashing inelegance--but overall Any Human Heart is awitty,
inventive and ultimately moving novel. Boyd succeeds in conjuring not only a compelling 20th century but also, in the
hapless Logan Mountstuart, an anti-hero who achieves something approaching passive greatness. --Alan Stewart,
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