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Von Edmund White : The Beautiful Room Is Empty: A Novel (Vintage International)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Beautiful Room Is Empty: A Novel 
(Vintage International): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
MagicVon Ein KundeReading Edmund White's work is, I suppose, what experiencing grand opera in a latrine would 
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probably be like - a darkly exciting, unorthodox and revealing artistic encounter that one would curiously find oneself 
wanting to revisit. 'The Beautiful Room Is Empty' - like its successor 'The Farewell Symphony' - is sumptuous, 
exquisitely paced and compels its possessed possessor to gluttonously read and re-read its skilfully connected, 
intricately descriptive, abjectly human and majestically imaginative scenes.Xen Andreas0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. An Excellent Work... Better Than It's PredicesorVon AnonThis is the second book in an 
autobiographical-fiction trilogy by Edmund White. The first book, A Boy's Own Story--was an amazing read, but this 
sequel turned out to be even better. This picks up shortly after ABOS left off, and continues right up through the riots 
at Stonewall. I cannot tell you any better about the plot, because, like life in the span it covers, it consists of a great 
many events. The mood of the book is absorbing, and as beatiful as the tittle ("The Beautiful Room is Empty" is one of 
the best titles I've heard, along with those like "Silence of the Lambs" and "Something Wicked This Way Comes.") It 
is also an essential work--as all of White's are--in understanding gay literature. White is truly one of the best writers 
the genre has ever seen, and will be one of the fathers and inspirations of what will come later.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Beautiful Room is EmptyVon Ein KundeThis book is the second in the trilogy 
beginning with A Boy's Own Story and ending with The Farewell Symphony. To get the full impact,read them in 
sequence.White is one of the finest writers on his subjects, both in language and content. The era of the 60's from the 
buttoned down end of the Eisenhower era to the Stonewall Uprising are compellingly seen through one man's eyes. 
(White was a participant in Stonewall and the book ends on that note.)Read this book and you will learn or remember 
a lot.

KurzbeschreibungWhen the narrator of White's poised yet scalding autobiographical novel first embarks on his sexual 
odyssey, it is the 1950s, and America is "a big gray country of families on drowsy holiday." That country has no room 
for a scholarly teenager with guilty but insatiable stirrings toward other men. Moving from a Midwestern college to 
the Stonewall Tavern on the night of the first gay uprising--and populated by eloquent queens, butch poseurs, and a 
fearfully incompetent shrink--The Beautiful Room is Empty conflates the acts of coming out and coming of age."With 
intelligence, candor, humor--and anger--White explores the most insidious aspects of oppression.... An impressive 
novel."--Washington Post book WorldFrom Library JournalWhite, generally recognized as one of the most influential 
of modern gay authors, continues the coming-of-age tale begun in a Boy's Own Story ( LJ 9/1/82). He follows our 
nameless hero from his final year at prep school in the mid-1950s through his cruisy but self-deprecating college years 
to the "turning point" in his lifethe famous Stonewall uprising of 1969 in which the clients of a New York gay bar 
stood up to the policemen trying to close it down. What emerges is the picture of a young man desperately struggling 
to come to terms with himself, a struggle that is a universal even if the context for every individual is different. 
Artfully constructed, this work clearly transcends its "gay" theme. Explicit at times, it remains highly recommended. 
David W. Henderson, Eckerd Coll. Lib., St. Petersburg, Fl.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.KurzbeschreibungWhen the narrator of White's poised yet scalding autobiographical novel first embarks on his 
sexual odyssey, it is the 1950s, and America is "a big gray country of families on drowsy holiday." That country has 
no room for a scholarly teenager with guilty but insatiable stirrings toward other men. Moving from a Midwestern 
college to the Stonewall Tavern on the night of the first gay uprising--and populated by eloquent queens, butch 
poseurs, and a fearfully incompetent shrink--The Beautiful Room is Empty conflates the acts of coming out and 
coming of age."With intelligence, candor, humor--and anger--White explores the most insidious aspects of 
oppression.... An impressive novel."--Washington Post book World 


