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Von Aleksandar Tisma: The Book of Blam (New York Review Books Classics) before purchasing it in order to

gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Book of Blam (New Y ork Review Books
Classics):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Very
sad Novi SadvVon NY CThe Book of Blam is awonderful book and an important book. It recounts the events during
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the Holocaust period in what is now Serbia. After reading this and Tisma's Kapo, he has a style of writing that is
unlike most writersthat | have read from Eastern Europe; concise, flowing storylines and easy to read. His story has
been told many times before but there is something to Tisma's writing that makes Genocide appear as hormal to these
killers as washing their hands or going for awalk. Hisis avoice of reason in Novi Sad, a city with little tolerance then
and now. After the eventsin the Balkans during the recent past, sad to say, not much has changed.0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. "The Book of Blam" describes Novi Sad of the 1940's.VVon Ein Kundeln the
past several weeks (April, 1999), Nato bombs dropped two of Novi Sad's bridges into the Danube River. This
excellent novel, written by a man who experienced the human or inhuman tragedies of Novi Sad in the 1930's and
1940's helped me get afeeling for this city. The book appears to fill agap in what can be found in ordinary U.S. public
libraries.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Vanished WorldVon Ein KundeThisisthe
literary equivalent and then some of the photographic essay "A Vanished World" and Anne Frank's diary in 1950, had
she survived. And an all too useful exploration of how survivors of the abyss might look at the world. | can't say I'm
looking forward to reading Tisma's other work, but read it | must.

KurzbeschreibungThe Book of Blam, Aleksandar Timas extended kaddish . . . [his] masterpiece (Kirkuss), isa
modern-day retelling of the book of Job. The war is over. Miroslav Blam walks aong the former Jew Street, and he
remembers. He remembers Aaron Grn, the hunchbacked watchmaker; and Eduard Fiker, alamp merchant; and Jakob
Mentele, a stove fitter; and Arthur Spitzer, a grocer, who played amateur soccer and had non-Jewish friends; and
Sndor Vrtes, alawyer who was a Communist. All dead. As are hisyounger sister and his best friend, a Serb, both of
whom joined the resistance movement; and his mother and father in the infamous Novi Sad raid in January 1942when
the Hungarian Arrow Cross executed 1,400 Jews and Serbs on the banks of the Danube and tossed them into the
river.Blam lives. The war he survived will never be over for him..deThe Balkans: a seething cauldron of centuries-old
racial hatreds and periodic massacres perpetrated by one ethnic group upon another. The newspapers fill with one
atrocity after another, and eventually the mind and heart numbs to the sufferings of whichever unlucky group is being
victimized this time. Perhaps the only way to truly appreciate the horror of the tragedy isto scale it down from the
general to the specific, from the anguish of the many to the agony of one. Thisisthe approach Aleksandar Tsmatakes
in The Book of Blam, originally published in 1972. Set in post-World War |1 Yugoslavia, in the city of Novi Sad, the
novel chronicles the despair of Miroslav Blam, the only member of his family to survive an infamous Hungarian
slaughter of Jews and Serbs on the banks of the Danube in 1942. Blam survived the roundup only because a traitorous
journalist who was once his mother's lover vouched for him with the Hungarians. Now it is after the war, and though
Novi Sad has seemingly returned to normal, Blam is beset by the ghosts of those he has outlived. As he walks the
streets of his city and goes through the motions of hislife, he remembers the woman he loved, the friends he lost, and
his own failure to "face therifle barrels like his father and mother, the search patrols like his sister, Estera; he has
failed to go down to the Danube like Slobodan Krkljus and bend over an old man on the ground, deaf to al warning
and moved only by the thought of the moment, the thought of assistance. He had seen nothing, learned nothing." Tsma
offers neither consolation nor redemption for his protagonist. Instead, Blam isleft only with the hollow expectation of
afuture war in which he will, at last, be able to make the supreme sacrifice, thus "committing an act of the most
profound truth," while the reader is left with the uncomfortable realization that in aworld riven by sectarian violence,
Blam's tragedy is not unigque. --Alix WilberPressestimmenOne of the most stirring novels to come from the
Balkans.Larry Wolff The New York Times A startling, extraordinary creation. The New Y orker Tima has made Novi
Sad a microcosm for the most painful developments of 20th-century history. It isacity of tiers, onetier the actua city
in which Miroslav survives, the other filled by the possible lives of those who perished. Y et life on the edge of the
abyssis surprisingly normal...The intersection of this high intellectual refinement with the most brutal incidentsin
history gives the novel, which has been published to acclaim in France and Germany, its great, eccentric pathos.
Publishers Weekly A Balkan bible presided over by an ironic vision of the imagination, capable of envisioning utter
barbarity but not the expiation for sins.The Boston Globe Timais unrelenting in his quest for truth yet compassionate
in his judgments of individuals. The Wall Street Journal



