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Von Henry James : The Bostonians (Xist Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Bostonians (Xist Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The 
most unsettling and uncharacteristic James novel.Von Ein KundeThe Bostonians is a flawed novel that is better for its 
faults. James clearly couldn't work out exactly what he was doing with the book, but this uncertainty is its greatest 
strength. The story is simple: a Boston feminist and a Southern chauvinist fight over the devotion of a pretty but not-
quite-formed young woman. Reading the novel, it is impossible to tell the degrees to which the views of the characters 
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are meant to be ironic or appreciative, satirical or sympathetic. James apparently writes out of divided feelings, and he 
fills the book with so many of these divisions that the novel irritates readers who prefer authors to make their 
judgments clear and unambiguous. James, for instance, is dubious toward the Boston feminism of his time, but he is 
equally dubious toward the reactionary conservatism of the Southerner, and the novel's tension depends largely upon 
this split in the author's perspective. Verena, as the character who lives within this split, is placed in the same position 
as the reader: she must choose between two viewpoints that she partially accepts and partially rejects. As the famous 
last line indicates, James has more than slight reservations about the decision that Verena ultimately makes, and he 
means for the reader to take away a similar sense of dissatisfaction--an intense awareness of just how large and 
complex the war is between men and women.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. James' Satiric 
VisionVon Ein KundeThough James is certainly not known for his sense of humor, he displays a keen sense of satire 
in this novel. The two senses are not identical--many readers expect satire to make them laugh out loud, and those 
readers will be disappointed in this book. James' satire is more likely to make readers feel uncomfortable. He 
repeatedly mocks the two main characters and their struggle to control a young woman who hardly seems worth the 
effort that these two egoists put into her pursuit. James allows Olive Chancellor and Basil Ransom (whose names 
evoke the satiricomic tradition in which he is writing) to take themselves seriously while allowing the readers to see 
them as stereotypes. While satire depends on such stereotypes, James' fiction typically delves into the psychological. 
At times, he is able to keep this balance, but often the tension is too great and the characters seem to fall flat. Verena 
Tarrant--the object of Olive and Basil's affection--is virtually absent psychologically (as others have noted), but her 
lack of character is built into the novel. She begins as her father's possession, and the novel hinges on whether Olive or 
Basil get to own her next. While the novel is certainly not without faults, it is interesting to watch a novelist as self-
conscious as James attempt to write a novel of this type. While he wasn't destined to become a comic genius, this 
novel is a step toward the psychological, satirical and comic success he was to have in a novel such as "The 
Ambassadors."0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Subtle, intricate, study of hidden passionsVon 
bonewriter@compuserve.comThe Bostonians, like James' other novels, deals with the subtleties of human interactions. 
Olive, who is plainly in love with Verena, may or may not be aware of her own feelings. Watching James tease the 
reader with this is a masterful study in subtext. Not recommended for those raised on lots and lots of television. They 
won't get it.

Kurzbeschreibung Read Henry James' most Political Novel "Wherever you go, madam, it will matter little what you 
carry. You will always carry your goodness." Henry James, The Bostonians In The Bostonians by Henry James, a 19th 
century Boston woman named Olive Chancellor is committed to the suffrage movement Olive convinces a young 
feminist named Verena to move in with her as preparation for Verena's career but Olive's cousin, Basil would prefer 
that the young woman become his wife, rather than a political activist. The novel was adapted into a film by the 
Merchant Ivory team and provides a thought-provoking look at the role of women in society at the time. This Xist 
Classics edition has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This ebook also 
contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope youll share this book with your 
friends, neighbors and colleagues and cant wait to hear what you have to say about it.Xist Publishing is a digital-first 
publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the touchscreen generation and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a 
lifetime love of reading, no matter what form it takes Get your next Xist Classic title for Kindle here: 
http://amzn.to/1A7cKKl Find all our our books for Kindle here: http://amzn.to/1PooxLl Sign up for the Xist 
Publishing Newsletter here. Find more great titles on our website. PressestimmenAs devastating in its wit as it is sharp 
in its social critique of sexual politics. No writer in America had dared the subject before. No one has done it so well 
since. The New RepublicKurzbeschreibung Read Henry James' most Political Novel "Wherever you go, madam, it 
will matter little what you carry. You will always carry your goodness." Henry James, The Bostonians In The 
Bostonians by Henry James, a 19th century Boston woman named Olive Chancellor is committed to the suffrage 
movement Olive convinces a young feminist named Verena to move in with her as preparation for Verena's career but 
Olive's cousin, Basil would prefer that the young woman become his wife, rather than a political activist. The novel 
was adapted into a film by the Merchant Ivory team and provides a thought-provoking look at the role of women in 
society at the time. This Xist Classics edition has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of 
contents. This ebook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope youll share 
this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and cant wait to hear what you have to say about it.Xist 
Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the touchscreen generation and is dedicated to 
helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, no matter what form it takes Get your next Xist Classic title for 
Kindle here: http://amzn.to/1A7cKKl Find all our our books for Kindle here: http://amzn.to/1PooxLl Sign up for the 
Xist Publishing Newsletter here. Find more great titles on our website. 


