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Von Lawrence Block : The Burglar Who Studied Spinoza (Bernie Rhodenbarr Series) before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Burglar Who Studied Spinoza (Bernie
Rhodenbarr Series):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Entertaining, and quick but thoughtful read.Von Ein Kundel read this book because | adore Spinoza, and figured any
crook who has studied Spinoza can't be all bad, as of course Bernieis not. And Abel, hisfence, is not. Abel issimply
given to excess. Hislifestyle, including his eating habits, he supports through non-legal efforts. Bernie, the narrator,
one of Abel's partnersin crime, has "pretty much" gone straight, probably because he knows--sooner or later-- crime
really doesn't pay. But when you have a hobby...well, you've got to apply yourself to it, at least occasionally. The love
interest is early on fairly predictable, but you don't want to bet the farm until the last few pages. The 3 main characters
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are fully formed. Their needs and fears, their hopes and dreams--everything that makes us human--are explored,
Spinoza fashion, through relationships, deeds, and the solving of a murder. Sometimes the "bad" guy gets away,
sometimes not. Sometimes the "good" guy gets araw deal, sometimes not. Thereis alittle bit of everything in this
book...men, women, children, animals, relationships, theft, big money, murder, philosophy, psychology... al
overlapping in acomplex but not complicated fashion. It's the way life does us.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende
Rezension hilfreich. Bernie Rhodenbarr is aways funVon Ricky N.When Bernie and Carolyn enter the Colcannon
home to ply their trade, they find that they are the second burglars to be in the in the house that night. Bernie takes a
valuable 1913-V nickel from the safe. The Colcannons come home early, and when Mrs. Colcannon is murdered,
guess who is blamed. . .? Of course, Bernie. When a friend of Berni€'s (also the fence with the 1913-V nickel) isaso
murdered, Bernie must become sleuth to clear his name, and find out who killed these 2 people. A strong addition to a
very funny and entertaining series.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Bernie Finds Himself
Between BurglariesVon Donald Mitchell The Burglar Who Studied Spinozais the fourth book in the series. | strongly
suggest that you begin the series by reading Burglars Can't Be Choosers and follow it up with The Burglar in the
Closet and The Burglar Who Liked to Quote Kipling. Each story in the series adds information and charactersin away
that will reduce your pleasure of the othersif read out of order. Although, | originally read them out of order and liked
them well enough. I'm rereading them now in order, and like it much better thisway. The Burglar Who Painted Like
Mondrian comes next in the series.Bernie's friend, Carolyn Kaiser, the dog groomer at the Poodle Factory has a hot tip
for him. Wealthy dog-owners, Herbert and Wanda Colcannon will be out of town breeding Astrid, their Bouvier des
Flandres guard dog, who normally keeps burglars away from their possessions, which includes Herbert's famous coin
collection . . . and which Bernie is aready impressed by. Carolyn discovered ataste for breaking and entering while
"borrowing" a Polaroid camerain The Burglar Who Liked to Quote Kipling, and now she's a full-fledged partner who
insists on joining Bernie in the burglary.Quickly inside the Colcannon's West 18th Street brownstone, they find the
place amess. "Burglars," Bernie announces. But the first burglars mainly made amess. . . and couldn't open the safe.
But Bernie does and finds some jewelry, a Piaget watch, and a nickel. The main coin collection must be safe in a bank
vault elsewhere. Carolyn's more pleased with the Chagall lithograph that she takes for her apartment. So far, so
good.They retire to visit Bernie's charming fence, Abel Crowe, who had survived being an inmate at Dachau. Bernie
knows that Abel is more likely to be generousif he'sin agood mood, so Bernie brings Abel alittle gift, a 1707 English
edition of Spinoza's Ethics, bound in blue calf. Everything goes smoothly until Abel examines the nickel. "Gross
Gott!" he exclaims. Bernie has brought him one of five known specimens of the 1913 Liberty Head nickel that the
mint denies ever having made. It's worth afortune. Abel offersasmall sumin cash now . . . or to split the proceeds
from amore leisurely sale. Bernie and Carolyn agree to wait on their money, and leave happily.By the next morning,
everything has gone bad. Unless Bernie finds out what really happened, he's scheduled to be the fly in the soup.| didn't
enjoy the mystery to be solved nearly as much in this one asin The Burglar Who Liked to Quote Kipling. In fact, this
ismy least favorite of the books that Mr. Block wrote in the series. | was disturbed by who Mr. Block selected to be
his victims, and found all of the coin collecting details to be not nearly as interesting as the bibliophile content of The
Burglar Who Liked to Quote Kipling. Although | wouldn't go so far as to suggest that you skip this one, | suspect that
you will be disappointed compared to other books in the series even though the humor and dialogue are wonderfully
strong and engaging. But stick with it, the books get much better from here in the series.This book's theme is being
careful about whom you trust. Take nothing for granted . . . including loyalty!

KurzbeschreibungBookselling burglar Bernie Rhodenbarr doesn't generally get philosophical about his criminal
career. He'sgood at it, it's addictively excitingand it pays awhole lot better than pushing old tomes. He steals therefore
heis, period.He might well ponder, however, the deeper meaning of events at the luxurious Chelsea brownstone of
Herb and Wanda Colcannon, which is apparently burgled three times on the night Bernie breaks in: once before his
visit and once after. Fortunately he still managesto lift some fair jewelry and an extremely valuable coin.
Unfortunately burglar or burglars number three leave Herb unconscious and Wanda dead . . . and the cops think
Rhodenbarr dunnit. There's no time to get all existential about itespecially after the coin vanishes and the fence fencing
it meets with amost severe end. But Bernie is going to have to do some deep thinking to find away out of this
homicidal conundrum.KurzbeschreibungBookselling burglar Bernie Rhodenbarr doesn't generally get philosophical
about his criminal career. He'sgood at it, it's addictively excitingand it pays awhole ot better than pushing old tomes.
He steals therefore he is, period.He might well ponder, however, the deeper meaning of events at the luxurious
Chelsea brownstone of Herb and Wanda Colcannon, which is apparently burgled three times on the night Bernie
breaks in: once before his visit and once after. Fortunately he still manages to lift some fair jewelry and an extremely
valuable coin. Unfortunately burglar or burglars number three leave Herb unconscious and Wanda dead . . . and the
cops think Rhodenbarr dunnit. There's no time to get all existential about itespecially after the coin vanishes and the
fence fencing it meets with a most severe end. But Bernie is going to have to do some deep thinking to find away out



of this homicidal conundrum.Synopsis Bernie Rhodenbarr is back. He's after the prized coin collection of one Herb
Colcannon and has inside information to help him - or so he thinks. The Colcannon house is a set-up, but he's not the
first to think of the heist and the collection consists of just one coin worth $250,000.



