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Von Patrick O'Brian : The Commodore (Vol. Book 17) (Aubrey/Maturin Novels)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Commodore (Vol. Book 17) (Aubrey/Maturin 
Novels): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 5 Baltic 
Battles for HornblowerVon Bill MacCommodore Hornblower was Forester's first attempt to replicate the pre-war 
success of his Horatio Hornblower trilogy; Beat to Quarters, Ship of the Line and Flying Colours. After emerging 
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victorious from the greatest war in human history, would his readership still be interested in a more distant conflict? 
The answer was "Yes", but Forester made sure by including strong parallels between the Napoleonic Wars and World 
War II. The result, as a historical novel, was as relevant to the readers of the day as if it had been written about WWII. 
Commodore Hornblower works as a historical novel of the Napoleonic era and as a reminder of the immense struggles 
and sacrifices of WWII. Commodore Hornblower begins with Hornblower leaving his new wife and son to return to 
sea. How poignant this passage must have been for the first post-war readers. Hornblower, now in charge of a small 
squadron, must take his ships into the Baltic past hostile Danes and Swedes who maintain a sinister neutrality. What 
follows is a series of naval and land engagements that are typical of this type of novel. However nobody surpassed 
Forester in telling exciting yet realistic action stories. The battle scenes are both exciting and exhilarating yet 
horrifying at the same time.During his stint in the Baltic, Hornblower rubs shoulders with the Tsar of Russia, Marshal 
Bernadotte of Sweden and the warrior/philosopher Clausewitz. Hornblower must try and win over those hanging onto 
to neutrality by a thread and those siding with the tyrant Napoleon. As always he acquits himself well although he is 
his own worst critic.While Commodore Hornblower works as both an action novel and a historical novel, I think that it 
might have lost some of the impact that it had when it was first published. The parallels for the British people in 1940 
and 1812 are very strong. There is a tyrant dominating Europe who is both willing and able to throw away far more 
lives than the British could manage or accept. There is Russia siding with the tyrant, invading Finland and ultimately 
resisting the tyrant's invasion from the west. There is Europe ready for an uprising to overthrow the tyrant. And, of 
course, there is Britain standing alone against the might of the entire continent until forces can be rallied to defeat the 
tyrant. Commodore Hornblower is a story of heroism in the Napoleonic era but it was published at the right time to 
remind the British people of the heroism that they had so recently shown. It's a marvelous sequel and worthy successor 
to Forester's pre-war efforts.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Beware, addiction lies within. . 
.Von W. WeinsteinDon't read this book unless you have read the previous sixteen in the series. It's not that this book is 
bad on its own but simply that you will miss so much by not having grown with Aubrey and Maturin as they make 
their way through the shoals and lee shores of war and peace, marriage and separation, famine and feast. These books 
have been compared with the Hornblower series but this damns them with faint praise. They are, in every respect, far 
superior, truly works of great literature. The research and the depth of character development are staggering 
achievements on their own but these are no stuffy historical tracts; the pages are filled with sly humour. There are 
great acts of courage and infamy and sweeping tragedy. There is the story, which threads its way through all the 
books, of a lasting, deep friendship between two disparate personalities. The scenes of battle, winning and losing are 
among the best writing of this century. Think I exaggerate? Buy the first three books in the series and read them. 
END2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Not the BestVon Steve HarrisonThis is not the best of 
the Aubrey/Maturin novels, though O'Brien's writing is as fine as ever. Almost all of the action involves the characters' 
personal lives and takes place on shore; the climactic naval battle, about which one is teased until the last few pages, is 
brief and perfunctory. Fans of the series will have to read this; others can sample its better examples (e.g., Master and 
Commander).

KurzbeschreibungThe seventeenth novel in the best-selling Aubrey/Maturin series of naval tales, which the New York 
Times Book has described as "the best historical novels ever written."Having survived a long and desperate adventure 
in the Great South Sea, Captain Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin return to England to very different circumstances. 
For Jack it is a happy homecoming, at least initially, but for Stephen it is disastrous: his little daughter appears to be 
autistic, incapable of speech or contact, while his wife, Diana, unable to bear this situation, has disappeared, her house 
being looked after by the widowed Clarissa Oakes.Much of The Commodore takes place on land, in sitting rooms and 
in drafty castles, but the roar of the great guns is never far from our hearing. Aubrey and Maturin are sent on a bizarre 
decoy mission to the fever-ridden lagoons of the Gulf of Guinea to suppress the slave trade. But their ultimate 
destination is Ireland, where the French are mounting an invasion that will test Aubrey's seamanship and Maturin's 
resourcefulness as a secret intelligence agent.The subtle interweaving of these disparate themes is an achievement of 
pure storytelling by one of our greatest living novelists..deAfter several installments of gallivanting around the South 
Seas, Aubrey and Maturin return home to England, where the surgeon-cum-intelligence-agent discovers that his wife 
has disappeared. As if such a domestic crisis weren't enough, the intrepid pair are also dispatched to the Gulf of 
Guinea (to suppress the slave trade) and to Ireland (to rebuff an impending French invasion.) O'Brian's stunning range, 
coupled with his mind-bending command of minutiae, explain why James Hamilton-Paterson has called him "the 
Homer of the Napoleonic Wars.".comAfter several installments of gallivanting around the South Seas, Aubrey and 
Maturin return home to England, where the surgeon-cum-intelligence-agent discovers that his wife has disappeared. 
As if such a domestic crisis weren't enough, the intrepid pair are also dispatched to the Gulf of Guinea (to suppress the 
slave trade) and to Ireland (to rebuff an impending French invasion.) O'Brian's stunning range, coupled with his mind-
bending command of minutiae, explain why James Hamilton-Paterson has called him "the Homer of the Napoleonic 



Wars." 


