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KurzbeschreibungAn old copper beech overlooks a school, and witnesses all the hopes and loves, dreams and
ambitions of the children who grew up there...By the school house at Shancarrig stands a copper beech, its bark
scarred with the names and dreams of the pupils who have grown up under its branches. Under Junior Assistant
Mistress Maddy Ross's careful gaze the children play, but out of school Maddy's gaze lingers where it shouldn't.
Maura Brennan, a bundle of fun from the rough end of town, plays with her pals: leap year baby Eddie Barton, the
apple of his mother's eye, and Nessa Ryan, who little realises as she carves his name at the roots of the copper beech
on the very last day of school that she'll get alot more from one of her schoolmates than her first shy kiss. The copper
beech is the gateway to Maeve Binchy's marvellous portrait of a small Irish town whose untroubled surface conceals
the passions, rivalries, friendships, ambitions and jeal ousies beneath.From Publishers WeeklyBinchy ( Circle of
Friends; The Lilac Bus) is a consummate storyteller with a unique ability to draw readersinto her tales of Irish life.
Here again she mines sources rich in plot and character to produce a captivating narrative. The eponymous copper
beech is ahuge tree that shades the tiny schoolhouse in the village of Shancarrig. For generations, graduating pupils
have carved their initials on the massive trunk, and the book examines what has become of some of them. Though
each of the 10 chapters offers the perspective of a single character, Binchy adroitly indicates the ways in which their
livesintersect. Thus, the alegedly stolen jewels that are discovered and stolen again in one early chapter become
significant in later chapters. Long after two adulterous characters sneak into a Dublin hotel, it emerges that they were
spotted by asmall soul from Shancarrig, who passes on the information--with unforeseen consequences. A priest's
dalliance with the sweet young schoolteacher is shown to have been been suspected by othersin the village. The result
isacharming and compelling series of interlocking stories about ordinary people who are given dimension through
Binchy's empathetic insight. While this book is more fragmentary in structure than some of her previous novels, it
should leave Binchy's fans wholly satisfied. BOMC main selection. Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information,
Inc.Pressestimmeny ou want to read Maeve Binchy's books as fast as she seems to have written them. This one fairly
gallops along because her apparently spontaneous and casual manner covers masterly plotting ... Itisall very
satisfactory (INDEPENDENT)THE COPPER BEECH is as soothing as a cup of tea (PEOPLE)Binchy makes you
laugh, cry, and care. Her warmth and sympathy render the daily struggles of ordinary people heroic and turn
storytelling into art (SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE)Maeve Binchy's marvellous portrait of asmall Irish town
whose untroubled surface conceal s the passions, rivalries, friendships, ambitions and jeal ousies beneath (LOVE
READING)



